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Capsule Summary

SM-170

Samuel Spalding House and Tobacco Barn

Hollywood

Private Circa 1840-1850

The Samuel Spalding Tobacco Barn is significant as a well-preserved example
of a horizontal log construction tobacco barn. Although these agricultural structures
were commonly found in St. Mary’s County at one time, few survive today.
Constructed of pit sawn and hewn framing, the barn’s joinery consists primarily of
pegged mortise and tenon joints. The few nails that are in evidence are machine cut
nails that hold the collar beams in place. These nails suggest a construction date for
the barn of circa 1840 - 1850.

The property on which this barn stands is comprised of part of the tracts
“Industry" and “Garden.” In 1856, James and Mary C. Wilkinson sold 81 acres to
William B. Tucker. Tucker sold it back to Wilkinson two years later and in 1874, due to
a judgment in a court of equity, the land was sold to Ferdinand F. Floyd. The Floyd
family continued to own the property until 1921. In that year, it was sold by the heirs of
Frank F. Floyd to J. Samuel Spalding. The property remains in the possession of the
Spalding family today.

According to James Manning McKay, the original house on the property was
located northeast of the barn and faced Vista Road. The dwelling was a one-and-a-
half story, frame structure with dormer windows and two exterior brick chimneys. The
interior of the house consisted of two rooms on the first floor and two rooms on the
second floor. Initially surveyed by the Maryland Historical Trust around 1970, it was
dated to circa 1850. The house was demolished around 1980.




SM-170, Samuel Spalding House and Bam
St. Mary’s County
Maryland Comprehensive State Historic Preservation Plan Data

Historic Context
Geographic Organization: Western Shore

Chronological/Developmental Period: Agricultural - industrial Transition, 1815-1870.

Historic Period Theme: Agricuiture

Resource Type

Category: Building
Site

Historic Environment: Rural

Historic Function and Use: Barn
Dwelling

Known Design Source: None




Survey No.SM-170

.. MARYLAND INVENTORY OF  Magi Mo.
Maryland Historical Trust HISTORIC PROPERTIES

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ mo

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic

and/or common Samuel Spalding House and Barn

2. Location

street & number 01d Three Notch Road ___ not for publication
city, town Hollywood —___vicinity of congressional district
St. Mary's
state Maryland county Y
] - -
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— _ district —__ public ____occupied ——agriculture —_ museum
—— building(s) _X private X unoccupied — commercial — park
_X_structure ——_ both —___work in progress — educational ——_ private residence
—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible _— entertainment — religious
___ object —__in process _*>_vyes: restricted — government —___scientific
) — being considered ____yes: unrestricted ——_industrial — transportation
X not applicable no military X_other: Storage

4. Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name George E. Spalding

street & number Rte. 3 Box 376 telephone no.:301-373-5246

city, town Hollywood state and zip code MD 20636
S. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. St - Mary's County Courthouse liber MRB 552
street & number folio 192
city, town Leonardtown state MD

6. Representation in Existing nuistorical surveys

title

date —federal ____state __  county __ local

pository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. SM-170

Condition Check one eck one

_ excellent ___deteriorated ___ unaltered _~__original site

____good —__ruins _X altered ___moved date of move
_X fair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Contributing Resource Count: 1

The Samuel Spalding Tobacco Barn is located on the northeast corner of the
intersection of Old Three Notch Road and Vista Road near Hollywood in St. Mary’s
County, Maryland. The barn stands alone, bordered by soybean fields on the north
and east. The farm complex contemporary with this barn was originally located
northeast of the structure. The Samuel Spalding House and other outbuildings have
been demolished. The barn is no longer used for the storage of tobacco and it has
become overgrown with vines. The barn faces south with the principal gable oriented
on an east/west axis.

The barn is a single crib structure of horizontal log construction measuring 20
feet wide by 25 feet long with 10 foot sheds on the east and west elevations, and with
an 11 foot shed on the south elevation. The barn sheds are sheathed with vertical
siding and the entire structure is roofed with seamed metal. The eaves of the east and
west gable ends are sheathed with wide weatherboard siding.

The organizational plan of the barn consists of six four foot rooms. A single
door opening pierces the north and south elevations of the barn. A window opening,
formerly fitted with a series of wood bars, pierces both the east and west eaves of the
barn.

The horizontal log construction of the barn consists of hewn and pit sawn logs,
also known as planks, that have been dovetail notched into place. In addition, the logs
are secured on all elevations by means of vertical wooden pegs placed at the center
point in the beam. These pegs provided rigidity to the structure. It appears that no
foundation was employed here and that the logs rest on the dirt floor. Floor joists run
horizontally from the north to the south elevations of the barn. Most of the floor boards,
which run east to west, have rotted away.

The roof consists of hewn and sawn rafters on four foot centers. Hewn and pit
sawn collars are half lapped and nailed with machine cut nails to the rafter pairs. The
rafters are pegged together at the apex of the roof and rest on a flat false plate.
Originally sheathed with wood shingles, the barn’s pit sawn shingle nailers and some
original shingles remain in place. Circular sawn windbraces attached with wire nails
reinforce the roof. C

The structural system used to hang tobacco in the barn’s central section is
unusual. The intermediate tier pole supports consist of 4 inch by 4 inch vertical posts
that stand about four feet in height. Boards are nailed to the east and west sides of the
posts, creating a pocket on which the horizontal tier pole supports may rest. The upp¢
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8. Significance Survey No. gy_170

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
____prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion
—1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic —___ conservation — law ____ science
" 1500-1599 _X_ agriculture ____economics —literature — sculpture
_ .1600-1699 _X architecture ____ education ____ military ____ social/
— 1700-1799 ____ art —__engineering — muslc humanitarlan
X _1800-1899 ____ commerce ___exploration/settlement ____ philosophy _ theater
— 1900~ ____ communications — industry —_ politics/government ___ transportation
—— invention —_ other (specify)
Specific dates None Builder/Architect Unknown
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A __ B X C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A _ B _C _D _E _F _G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support.

The Samuel Spalding Tobacco Barn is significant as a well-preserved example
of a horizontal log construction tobacco barn. Although these agricultural structures
were commonly found in St. Mary’s County at one time, few survive today.
Constructed of pit sawn and hewn framing, the barn’s joinery consists primarily of
pegged mortise and tenon joints. The few nails that are in evidence are machine cut
nails that hold the collar beams in place. These nails suggest a construction date for
the barn of circa 1840 - 1850.

The property on which this barn stands is comprised of part of the tracts
“Industry” and “Garden.” In 1856, James and Mary C. Wilkinson sold 81 acres to
William B. Tucker. Tucker sold it back to Wilkinson two years later and in 1874, due to
a judgment in a court of equity, the land was sold to Ferdinand F. Floyd. The Floyd
family continued to own the property until 1921. In that year, it was sold by the heirs of
Frank F. Floyd to J. Samuel Spalding. The property remains in the possession of the
Spalding family today.

According to James Manning McKay, the original house on the property was
located northeast of the barn and faced Vista Road. The dwelling was a one-and-a-
half story, frame structure with dormer windows and two exterior brick chimneys. The
interior of the house consisted of two rooms on the first floor and two rooms on the
second floor. Initially surveyed by the Maryland Historical Trust around 1970, it was
dated to circa 1850. The house was demolished around 1980.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.SM-170

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property __Sacres
Quadrangle name __Hollywood Quadrangle scale 1:24000
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11. Form Prepared By
nameititte Elizabeth Hughes, Historic Sites Surveyor
organization St. Mary's County DPZ date April 1995
street & number telephone 301-475-4662
city or town Leonardtown state MD

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.
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SM-170, Samuel Spalding House and Barmn
St. Mary's County
7.1 Description

ends of the vertical boards are then nailed to hewn beams, measuring approximately 7
inches by 6 inches, that extend from the north to the south elevations of the barn. The
beams are parallel to and about three feet below the barn tie beams.

There are two entries to the main block of the barn. Both are centered on the
longitudinal elevations of the structure. The south entry measures 5 feet in height by 4
feet 8 inches in width. There does not appear to be a sill now, although it may be that
the bottom log of the structural frame originally formed the entry sill. A log forms the
lintel of the door opening. The door jambs are four inch by six inch, hewn posts
attached to the log walls with wooden pegs. The door jamb is reinforced with metal
spikes and machine cut nails. The north entry measures 4 feet eight inches in height
and four feet in width. The original door jambs have been replaced with circular sawn
boards attached with wire nails. A portion of the north entry door remains. The door
consists of vertical boards with horizontal battens hung with machine made metal
hinges.

The west shed is supported by circular sawn and skinned log posts. On the
west shed, the sawn posts appear to be replacements that rest on the remnants of log
ends that project from the ground. These posts support a circular sawn top plate on
which hewn and pit sawn rafters rest. The upper ends of the rafters are half lapped
and nailed with metal spikes to the vertical members of the barn’'s eave. The shed is
sheathed with circular sawn vertical siding and roofed with metal that covers over
remnants of the original wood shingle roof. The shingle nailers are circular sawn. A
doorway measuring 6 feet 7 inches in height and eight feet seven inches in width
pierces the south end of the exterior wall of the east shed.

The east shed, though aimost identical to the west shed, has circular sawn
rafters. A portion of the entry door, on axis with that of the west shed, survives. The
door consisted of vertical boards hung with a machine made metal hinge.

The south shed is supported by skinned logs and poles that rest on the ground.
These logs support a hewn top plate on which the hewn and pit sawn rafters rest. The
lower ends of these rafters are cut in the form of a bird mouth joint. The upper ends of
the shed rafters are nailed to the rafters of the barn’s main block. The shed roof,
originally sheathed with wood shingles, is now covered with metal. The shingle
nailers are circular sawn. The exterior of the shed is sheathed with circular sawn,
vertical board siding. An entry measuring 2 feet 9 inches in width and 6 feet 6 inches
in height pierces the center of the south shed. This door was hung on metal butt
hinges. This entry is on axis with the doorway of the barn’s main block. Horizontal tier
pole supports extend from the top plate of the shed to a board nailed to the exterior
wall of the barn main block.




SM-170, Samuel Spalding House and Barn
St. Mary’s County
8.1 Significance

Chain of Title

TO: George E. Spalding

FROM: Samuel C. and Alice T. Spalding

RECORD: St. Mary’s County Land Record, Liber MRB 552, folio 192.
DATE: August 14, 1990.

NOTES: Transfer of 1/2 interest in Parcels B and C as per plat MRB 33/33.

TO: Samuel C. Spalding and Alice T. Spalding

FROM: Lawyers Title Co. of St. Mary’s County

RECORD: St. Mary’s County Land Record, Liber MRF 143, folio 433.

DATE: July 31, 1968.

NOTES: Transfer of 1/2 undiv. interest to Samuel Spalding in two parcels. The first
being “Industry” being 72 acres and “Part of Garden” being 8 acres, both located on
Three Notched Road. These parcels were the property of J. S. Spalding who died
intestate and possessed of them leaving as heirs George F. Spalding, Leonard C.
Spalding, Mary Josephine Goddard, and T. Xavier Spalding. The second parcel
being 1 acre of “Part of Garden.”

TO: Lawyers Title Company of St. Mary’s County, Inc.

FROM: Katherine Ann Spalding, Francis X. Spalding Jr., Mercelina M. Spalding,
Elizabeth Josephine Abell, A. Spencer Abell, Helen Marie Mattingly, J. Moakley
Mattingly Jr., Samuel C. Spalding, Alice T. Spalding, Susan C. Miedzinski, Robert
Miedzinski Jr., Joseph O. Spalding, Shirley Spalding, George E. Spalding, Mary J.
Cooper, Joseph Cooper.

RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Record, Liber MRF 143, folio 431.

DATE: July 31, 1968.

NOTES: Transfer of parcels listed above.

TO: J. Samuel Spalding

FROM: William B. Floyd, Elizabeth G. Floyd, Francis F. Hutchins, F. Weems Hutchins,
Mary E. Thompson, Lucy R. Floyd, James M. Floyd, Louisa W. Floyd, heirs of Frank F.
Floyd.

RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Record, Liber EBA 19, folio 442.

DATE: February 4, 1921.

NOTES: Transfer of all that land of which Frank F. Floyd died possessed, located on
Three Notched Road being 72 acres of “Industry” and 8 acres of “Part of Garden.”
Price: $5400.

M 42 Ameame ooy o



SM-170, Samuel Spalding House and Barn
St. Mary’s County
8.2 Significance

TO: Heirs

FROM: Frank F. Floyd

RECORD: St. Mary’s County Estate Records, # 461
DATE: 1920

TO: Frank F. Floyd

FROM: William B. Floyd, Elizabeth G. Floyd, France F. Hutchins, F. Weems Hutchins,
Mary E. Thompson, Lucy R. Floyd, James M. Floyd, Louisa W. Floyd, heirs of
Ferdinand F. Fioyd.

RECORD: St. Mary’s County Land Records, Liber EBA 9, folio 41.

DATE: June 4, 1910.

NOTES: Transfer of 5/6 interest in 72 acres of “Industry” and 9 acres of “Part of
Garden” of which Ferdinand F. Floyd died possessed. Price: $1000

TO: Ferdinand F. Floyd

FROM: James S. Downs, Trustee

RECORD: St. Mary’s County Land Record, Liber JFF 1, folio 267.

DATE: October 28, 1874.

NOTES: Sale of land as a result of a judgement in a court of equity passed June 18,
1874 in the case James Wilkinson vs. William B. Tucker. This is a re-sale of land
decreed to be sold by original decree passed in No. 112 N.E. for the balance of
purchase money due. Property is 72 acres of “Industry” and 9 acres of “Part of
Garden,” the land is located on the border of Three Notched Road and near the line of
the proposed Southern Maryland railroad. See Decree Records JAC 3/32 and JFF
1/185 and 508. In JAC 3/32 Wilkinson sold the land in question to William E. Hooper
on July 2, 1867. Hooper never paid the full purchase price, so in JFF 1/185, on August
11, 1874 the property was again offered for sale and sold to Ferdinand Floyd.

TO: James Wilkinson

FROM: William B. Tucker

RECORD: St. Mary’s County Land Record, Liber JTB 2, folio 542.
DATE: March 2, 1858.

NOTES: Transfer of “Industry” being 81 acres. Price: $1000

TO: William B. Tucker

FROM: James Wilkinson and Mary C. Wilkinson

RECORD: St. Mary’s County Land Record, Liber JTB 2, folio 350.

DATE: November 6, 1856.

NOTES: Transfer of 72 acres of “Industry” and 9 acres of part of “Garden” being 81
acres in the aggregate. Price: $4500.




ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE

S™M -170
SAMUEL SPALDING HOUSE
Hollywood
Private late 19th century
The most distinctive features of this rather plain
ere . .
two-story frame farthUSeby the end chimney stacks which

rose to an exacgerated height above the roof ridae. There

were several later frame additions which gave the house

a modified "T" shape. It was demolished in the early 1970's,

but a barn survives.




Si M -255- GSM-170 Samuel C. Spaulding Barn & House Site
LOG BARN

Hollywood

Private mid-19th century

This barn is made of both sawn and hewn logs
put together with dovetail notching. The gables are
framed and there are sheds on three sides. Locust
pegs fasten the door frame into the adjoining ends of
the logs. Longer pegs extend through the log walls
from one_member into the one below. Collars are attached

with mature cut nails.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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St. Mary’s County

SM-170, Samuel Spalding House and Barn
10.1 Geographical Data
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Source: St. Mary’s County Plat,' MRB 33/33, “Boundary Survey and Agricultural
Subdivision ‘Industry’ and ‘Part of Garden,” dated May 4, 1990
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Samuel Spalding House and Ban
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